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Classes

First of all, a huge thank you to all class members for your patience during the process of trialling new dances.  Our scores have now been sent to RSCDS Headquarters: if anyone wishes an electronic copy of the results and dance instructions, please just ask Sheila.  Over three hundred new dances in total are being considered by HQ for publication, so it remains to be seen whether any of the ten we trialled are included in the next RSCDS dance book.
You have also been asked to vote on our class starting time (7.30 pm or 8.00 pm), and there has been no clear winner on this: we all have different reasons for preferring one or the other!  In order to try and keep everyone happy, it has therefore been decided that classes will start at 7.45 pm from January 2013.  Several of you suggested this compromise, and some of you had no preference, so hopefully 7.45 pm will work for most people.  However, please note that we aim to start bang on 7.45 pm and will not be waiting for latecomers!  (Starting time for December 2012 classes remains at 7.30 pm.)
Our last class before Christmas will be Tuesday 18 December, 7.30 – 10.00 pm, which will be a Social Dance: you will be asked for dance choices at the preceding week’s class – please choose straightforward dances which you think most of the class will know and enjoy.  Please also bring a small plate of food to share at the interval.  If you would like to donate to charity instead of/as well as exchanging Christmas cards (please do not feel that you have to do both), there will be a collection box for our chosen charity, the local Parkinson’s Society (which, coincidentally, meets at St Mark’s Hall once a month).  Our January dance raffle will also be in aid of Parkinson’s, and we hope to see you all on Saturday 19 January doing the dances we have learned in class.
There will be a two-week break over Christmas: classes begin in 2013 on 8 January, 7.45 – 9.45 pm.
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Merry Christmas and a Very Happy New Year to you all
Advanced Classes

Numbers have been good at Advanced Class – thank you all for your loyalty and hope we can keep it up in the New Year when our first class will be on 17 January, 7.45 – 9.45 pm.
RSCDS AGM

Chris, Elizabeth and Sheila represented Peterborough Branch at this year’s RSCDS AGM, held in November in Aberdeen, and thoroughly enjoyed the Friday evening dance and Saturday evening ball.  At the meeting on the Saturday afternoon, it was decided that the basic full annual RSCDS subscription will increase by £1 to £16 from July 2013.  

Demonstration
We were invited to do a demonstration at the St Andrew’s evening held at St Andrew’s Church, Peterborough, on Saturday 24 November.  The dances went very well, especially as dancing on full stomachs (dancers were well fed with Scotch pie and Cranachan) is not always easy!  It was great to have some of our audience get up and join in dancing ‘Good Hearted Glasgow’.

St Andrew’s Meal
We had our own St Andrew’s celebration on Tuesday 27 November, with thirty people tucking into a lovely meal at The Queen’s Head, Nassington.  And we managed a record seven dances at the end of a very enjoyable evening.
Thank You from James
A huge thank you from James to everyone who sponsored him to shave off his beard for charity. Well done, James, for raising over £1,300 for Children in Need/Movember. There is a video clip of the event at www.braceborough.com or on YouTube at http://youtu.be/HnL5lngMmns.
Basic Teaching Skills Course
Amanda has organized an RSCDS Basic Teaching Skills course to be taught by Sue and Chris Ronald on 26 January and 2 February, 10 am to 4 pm, at Castle Bytham.  This course is intended for those already teaching or about to teach Scottish Country dancing; a couple of class members hope to attend and will be sponsored by the Branch.





Details

	Saturday 19 January 2013, 7.30 – 11 pm

Peterborough & District RSCDS Dance

at St John’s Church Hall, Mayor’s Walk,

Peterborough PE3 6EZ
	· Ian Slater
· Crib available in class or on our website

· Raffle in aid of Parkinson’s 
· Raffle prizes in advance to Sheila please



	Tuesday classes
8, 15, 22, 29 January

5, 12, 19, 26 February

5, 12, 19 March

(No class on 26 March and 2 April)

9, 16, 23, 30 April

7 (AGM), 14, 21 May


	· 7.45 – 9.45 pm

· 7 May: AGM followed by dancing


	Advanced Classes

17 January, 21 February, 21 March, 18 April, 

16 May

	· 7.45 – 9. 45 pm

	Saturday 9 February 2013, 7.30 – 11 pm: Market Harborough Charity Dance
	· Programme in class folder

· Crib available at class in January



	Sunday 17 March 2013

Sunday Class Annual Dance
	· Further details nearer the time


